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Synopsis

Therea ™s no mystery to chopping down a tree. But how do you put back together a tree thata ™s
been felled? Mystical instructions are required, and thatd ™s what W. S. Merwin provides in his
prose piece &#147;Unchopping a Tree,a « appearing for the first time in a self-contained volume.
Written with a poetd ™s grace, an ecologista ™s insights, and a Buddhista ™s reverence for life,
this elegant work describes the difficult, sacred job of reconstructing a tree. Step by step, page by
page, with Merwind ™s humble authority, secrets are revealed, and the destroyed tree rises from
the forest floor. Unchopping a Tree opens with simplicity and grace: &#147;Start with the leaves, the
small twigs, and the nest that have been shaken, ripped, or broken off by the fall; these must be
gathered and attached once again to their respective places.a « W. S. Merwin, like many
conservationists, is quick to say: &#147;When we destroy the so-called natural world around us
wed ™re simply destroying ourselves. And | think itd ™s irreversible.a « Thus the tree takes on a
scale that begs the readera ™s compassion, and one tree is a parable for the restoration of all

nature.
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Customer Reviews

This short, quick read book is a poetically written story about how one would methodically, delicately
and effectively "unchop a tree" - basically put a tree that has been chopped down back together. It is

a sweet, short story that leaves you with a smile and wandering thought.



This book contains all we need to know. | am stroked by holding it in my hand, then, opening each
page carefully, pages given by a tree, with words and drawings that reach inside, and take me apart
and put me together again and again. This book is a treasure, and a wonderful gift for oned ™s self
and others. | am held in the friendship and teachings of trees. | am moved to open and close with
the breath of leaves, leaves of a book, leaves of trees. | recommend this book. It will feed something

you may not know you need.

Ah! Merwin’s sensitive and keen observations allow for the brilliance of his work to culminate and
show. This book is just one of his profound contemplations. | am very satisfied with the book and the
seller.
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